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ABSTRACT 



The task of Dr. St. Germaine's commissioned paper was 



twofold: the development of a research agenda for Indian education, and 
reflections on the role of the school within the context of American Indian 
cultures and communities. Dr. St. Germaine classifies American Indians and 
Alaska Natives into one American ethnic subculture. Although he questions 
such a classification, it is appropriate for research designed for large 
databanks where tribally specific designations do not add to the usefulness 
of the conclusions. Dr. St. Germaine also considers "tribal communities," not 
as communities in the way that public schools define their constituencies, 
but in the legal and sovereign sense that governs policy. The fact that Dr. 

St . Germaine has to make assumptions about urban Indian concerns and has to 
use studies on "American" children to discuss the effects of television on 
Indian children indicates the lack of research on American Indian students 
and presents another argument for a sustained, meaningful research agenda in 
Indian education. Other considerations in the development of such a research 
agenda include defining "research" on Indian terms relevant to Indian 
worldviews, fostering research capabilities in Native scholars and students, 
and recognizing the various types of schools that serve Indian students. (TD) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can he made 
from the original document. 
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Analysis: 

This response will analyze the position taken by the author in relation to the task 
established for the paper and, in the Considerations section, will pose extensions of this 
position for further consideration. According to Dr. St. Germaine, the task of this 

commissioned paper is twofold; 

1 The development of a research agenda for Indian education 

2 A reflection on the following: 

♦ “The Role of the School Within the Context of American Indian 
Cultures and Communities Including an Historic Perspective of 
Schools That Have Served Indian Students” 

♦ “A Description of Their (schools that serve Indian students) Current 
Role in Indian Communities and the Role They Play in the Lives of 
Urban Indians” 

To determine if the task has been accomplished, we should first agree on the definitions 
of the variables used. Variables specific to this paper include the use of the terms 
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“American Indian” and “research.” These two terms are fundamental to understanding 
St. Germaine’s response to the task. The term “American Indian is referenced in the 
Introduction section of the paper.' The term “research” is not defined by the author; 
however, I address a philosophical framework for use of the term in the section Other 
Considerations later in this paper. These variables and some general assumptions are set 
out by the author through the proposition of guiding questions or by general assumptions 

based, most likely, on experience. 

Examples of guiding questions proposed by the author are: 

Is it even appropriate to classify American Indians and Alaska Natives into one American 
ethnic subculture for the purposes of describing their educational characteristics and 
needs'?^ 

In proposing this rhetorical question, the author understands the implication of the 
question. In fact, the exigency of the task of this paper requires that the author make the 
assumption that given what we know and understand about diverse Indian cultures, we 
still need to move the agenda forward. We must make choices that accept the 
classification “into one American ethnic subculture” as “their educational characteristics 
and needs.”^ Choices made in research classifications like this invariably result m a loss 
of some data; each social scientist makes these choices in defining the variables for 
research. These choices are no different from any other standard research proposal; the 
key is to be sure that the definitions are clear and consistent throughout the project. 

‘ Page 1 ; paragraph 2; American Indian/ Alaska Native (AI/AN) is used inter-changeably with Native 
American. 




^ Page 1; paragraph 2. 
^ Ibid. 



4 



3 



Research projects might be designed appropriately for large data banks where tribally 
specific designations do not add to the usefulness of the conclusions. In other instances, 
research projects might be designed more appropriately for a smaller group where tribal 
differences contribute to the variance in the results and must be reported if the data are to 
be useful. 

A second set of questions proposed are: . .. To what extent have tribes or their 
communities defined the purpose or mission of their school? Have the communities 
discussed among themselves the 'good life ’ in a manner that will guide curriculum 
development? What is it that tribal communities view as important values, cultural 
norms, and life 's goals for the 2f' century? ... do tribal communities guide or participate 
in a modification or revision of curricula that accurately reflects the unique academic, 
vocational, social and personal needs of their children?^ 

In posing these not-so-rhetorical questions, St. Germaine calls our attention to the 
requisite need to include tribes, not as communities in the same way that public schools 
define their constituencies. For this research agenda, tribal communities are defined in 
the legal and sovereign sense that governs policy and is best defined in the legal 
definitions of Indian preference^ and Indian Child Welfare.^ Each tribe s commitment to 



'' Page 3, paragraph 2 

’ Morton v. Mancari, 417 U.S. 535 (1974). Non-Indian employees of the BIA brought a class action 
claiming that the employment preference for qualified Indians in the BIA provided by the Indian 
Reorganization Act of 1934 contravened the anti-discrimination provisions of the Equal Employment 
Opportunities Act of 1972, and deprived them of property rights without due process of law in violation of 
the Fifth Amendment. The Supreme Court held that Indian preference does not constitute invidious racial 
discrimination but is reasonable and rationally designed to further self-determination. 

® P. L. 95-608. Indian Child Welfare Act. This law establishes minimum standards for placement of 
American Indian children in foster care and adoptive homes and is designed to stop the unwarranted 
practices of governmental and private agencies removing Indian children from their families and tribes. 
The intent of ICWA was to protect the best interest of the American Indian child and to preserve the 
security of Indian tribes and to re-establish tribal authority over all tribal children. 
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